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A WITCHCRAFT REVIEW

TWO SHILLINGS

EDITORIAL

ITH THIS, our fourth issue, we can now look back—albeit with somewhat
mixed feelings—on a year of publication. Readers will, we hope, forgive us a
moment of reflection. Throughout its brief existence Pentagram has sought to sound
out the feelings and ideas of the many hundreds now sharing the wakening interest in
the whole subject of Witchcraft and to present the views of those who care to express
them. It has endeavoured to do so in a quiet and dignified manner: without undue
publicity or ballyhoo—both of which could casily have been obtained and, probably,
would have made it a remarkably successful publication from a commercial standpoint.
It is impossible to cater for all tastes but among those objects we set ourselves was
that of showing that the Craft is still a vital and living entity of indisputable antiquity
We believe we have achieved this and, if so, our thanks are due to those who have

helped us by their writings.

As the Alchemist Jean d’Espagnet said “ . .. truth lies hid in obscurity : for the
nhilosophers never write more deceitfully than when plainly, nor ever more truly than
obscurely.” So it has been with some of our contributors, who have left much to be
read between the lines. The popular commentators on Witcheraft have seldom bothered
with the truly mystical or symbolic side of their subject ; such would not sell books or
magazines—Iet alone the Sunday newspapers. This side of the Crafr hies the deepest

hidden and takes the longest search to find.

We have endeavoured to maintain a balance between the spiritual and the practcal
and we have had no complaints so far. Many of our readers will, we know, take what

comes ;

but our future is in the balance, We are committed to another issue to honour

our obligations to our many subscribers but for Pentagram to continue (in some modificd
form, perhaps) there must be a fair number who are prepared to write lines for us—and

cometnmes to read berween them.

THE FAITH OF THE WISE

Our controversial contributor, who can trace his family's
Witch connections back to 1734, reveals something
of the mystical side of his beliefs

1t is said by various ‘‘ authonues ™
that the Faith of the Wise, when they do
pelieve in its existence, is a sumple matter:
a pre-Christian religion, based upon
whatever Gods and Goddesses are the
current vogue—full of simple, hearty
peasants doing simple, hearty peasant-like
things . . . things that in some Cases
complex, nervous sophisticates also enjoy
doiag 1n urban |‘}:&J'J.-J!IHH. i'imm:qumnl];
we have an interesting phenomenon:
civilised sophisticates running round
behaving like simple peasants—and simple
neasants who have never heard of such
:F.i;;;-.g-.f It 15 aiso aintained Er:y the same
“ that we follow a behet
which, as one dear old fcliow put it, IS
headed by a deity “ Who is the sweetest
woman, everyone loves her.”

To guote someone ¢lse who 1s Just @
student of the Craft, * Witchcralt 1s
sbout ritaals,” which [ suppose to be

irue. it one cares to .,-1.-.~'.'le*1 the definition

LY

authoriges

a5 Wil ncralt.
All this worries me soinewhat-—sinee

g W

I am not a peasant and neither am I
particularly interested in being led by a
sweet woman, and ritual to me is merely
a means to an end. So what is the Faith
all about? Admittedly I can only speak
for myself, and what I write here are my
own opinions, but here goes.
Unfortunately for authorties, students
and * mere seckers after truth,” the Faith
is not about anything that has been written
above. The Faith is finally concerned with
Truth, total Truth. It is one of the oldest
of religions, and also one of the most
potent, bringing as it does, Man into
contact with Gods, and Man mto contact

with Self. As such the Faith is a way of

life different and distinct from any theory
promulgated by the authorities or his-
torians. Within the disciplines of the
Faith, man may offer devotion 10 the

Gods, and receive certain knowledge of

Their existence by participation in sofne-
thing of the perfected Nature o Godhead,
recalling that both within and without
which is most true.

I'he Faith is a belief

concerned with the inner nature of devo-
non, and finally with the nature of
mystcism and mystical experience. It
has, in common with all great religions,
an inner experience that 1s greater than
the extertor world. It is a discpline that
creates from the world an enriched inward
vision. It can and does embrace the
totality of human experience from birth
to death, then beyond. It creates wathin
the human spirit a light that brightens all
darkness, and which can never again be
extinguished. It is never fully forgotten
and never fully remembered. The True
Faith is the life of the follower, without
it he is nothing, with it he has contained
something of all creation.

Force requires form at thus level of
being, therefore ritual exists to contain
that force. Godhead demands worship,
therefore ritual exists to give and formu-
late that worship. Man needs help, there-
fore ritual is designed to give that help.
[t is possible to comprehend Godhead or
Force without ritual, since the First
Principle of Godhead is present at all
levels and in all things at all times—but
total perception is not present in humanity
all the time. Therefore ritual basically
becomes a matter of increasing percepuon
until something of Godhead 1s finally
revealed, and that which 15 within and
without is partially understood: com-
prehended in the spint, the mind and in
the physical person of the parucipant
until it becomes one with his total being.
The forces comprehended are part of the
living person, incorporated into everyday
life as part of a spimitual, mental and
physical discipline that returns the
devotee again and again to the onginal
Source,

Devotion requires proof. Theretore
that proof exists within the disciplines of
the Faith. The nature of proot cannot bde
explained, since force can only -
by inference and by participation, not by
intellectual reasoning. The nature of the
proof falls into many forms, but amongst
the most common are thesce
(@) Poetic Vision, in which the parucipant
has inward access to dream IMages and
symbols. This is the result of the uncon-
scious being stimulated by various means,
Images are raught as part of a radition,
and also éxist (as Jung speculated) upon
their own levels. They are, when intes-
preted pmp\:rh" meaas by which a fesser
part of wruth may be understood.

(b The Vinon of .Hfi'.l'hf,'".'.'m in which the
devotee not only remembers past existence

but also, at times, a past perfection
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A WOOD IN THE WEST COUNTRY

Sacred place still used for initiations
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WITGH-BALLS EXAMINED

Whatever their origin and purpose, witch-balls
have always held a fascination for the collector

How often in the dark recesses of some
guaint old shop the searcher for antiques
finds a witch-ball hangiog’

t may be 2 globe of shining bi' ver, that
mirtors all the scene in its round, or darts
a reflected rav of sunlight from the street.
Or it may be a hollow ball of masy-
colour=d glass, with & bnght swirl of
different hues, transparent in the hight.

The mult-coloured glass balls are
usgally fairly small; bur the ttﬂnung
balls cam be hupge, and heavy encugh to
need a chain to hang them by. The
"‘*'gfﬂ ene 1 1‘..1\'-' ever seen used to be on

dieplay in 2 shop in the Brighton Lanes,
end a photograph of it illustrates one of
R. Thurston Hopkins’ books of ghost
stories.

The reflecting witch-balls have been
known in Bntin since Elizdbethan
timyes; but the coloured glass ones are
later, and were a speciality of the tamous

Nailsea glassmakers of the West Country.

There are different explanations of how
they came 10 be called watch-balls, My
own opinion is that they were mainly
intenided a4s a protection against the
dreaded * evil eye”

The belief that the cve of an evally-
disposed person could convey an [nfiuence
of ma .1;:“11} with 113 ﬂl-.:L"i%.' t‘*zuuu* 15 very
old. and world-wide. In this country, the
evil eye as a power of black mn..crdlt was
J.IIFLIL..L'_'_- believed in, and in some }," aACes
it sl s,

All kinds of charms and amulets were

devised to protect peeple from it. Such
_ . b e
amulers often invoived & mazy 'f‘um..d of

rwisting lines, to divert the evil glance
*"';u it followed them instead of | ”'Pg
r{::'H upen the person. Sometimes the
ammulet can m'hJL ome starthng device
such as the Gorgon's head, which glared
back at the tll-wisher
In these devices we can sa¢

¥
(). t'-.,i:h i\.lﬁn:ﬁ- R '-h':' “.ﬂ.".-ll b -....L.. I

of X ' be
hany, :H*“-!*-; globe flung back the
glance of the evil eye upon the person
who sent it forth. For this reason the

.-ri'l.n- T'P: ‘...:_.'r iij:l wWas -'."I'r""‘. L""""E 48
[ e i L i
i ¥ indd s 1 |j_

the front windows old houses; and |

was retaned as 2 4eCorallon when s

ONELnEl DUTPOsE had been | "3., R s :
Some Ume back 1 was given a very oid

witch-ball that came from an oid house 1o
Sussex village. This consists ol 8 hollow

. ..-"l-ll'lrll; i-_': f'::,.i,"‘!? il

i | e v ;
i 18 P b ;L N Ik
| il Ll 15 GRS % TILaLE RS L Ii.“ | |"l]_-.i "1
i 'i-.- a
I Talh 'LI" 15 A N i cdsed Lk
. aenibad e
inréaas i | .."‘1' i ) it 1T Imust nave
| g g ® o f ety !
|a#~n: |-__:l o L L Ve ".r_'_ -i!r." F | _i_l' 1 b Rl .\_I.
r e N o i i Ty 4
panienee 0 Itrodade tNIces iler hreas
i I 1 [ ] L] 0 i .I
‘I .,.L"_'. -!‘-. iz o R L dil "Wl
Ty
|5 W 3

The effect. however, 15 ol a ¥Wirl and

maze of different colours; and when the
Nailsea glassmakers started their famous
manufacture, in 1788, in my opinion this
is the pattetn they copied in making
witch-balls of coloured glass.

From late n the 17th q.'-"irun- glass-
makers had been producng hellow glma
globes, or globular bottles, for people w
hang up in their houses as a protecton
against evil infloences. Devour Chrisuans
filled them with holy water. Others, hke
the maker of my example from Sussex,
preferred the old device of the mazy
threads and twining colours to divert the
evil eve.

It was behaved that the glass ball would
attract to isell all the influences of 1ll-
luck and ill-health thar would otherwise
have fallen upon the household, So every
morning the ball would be carcfuily wiped
clean, 0 wipe the evil away.

The Nalsea glassmakers produced all
kinds of fapcy articles, which were sold at
country markets and fairs. People bought
the many-coloured witch-balls 0 give to
their friends and relatives a8 presents.
They were regarded as lhuck- ‘*nrhen as
well as protective amulets; &and some
Pt'ﬂlvl{ call them  wish-balls,”” because

they were given with @ wish for good luck
and prosperity.

The bright reflecung giobes were also
sometimes called * watch-balls; ™ the
idea betng that if you watched them long
enough the mi rmrm scene In them would
fade out, and change into a visonary
picture. Some -‘l."lf‘*"""'fu-.‘-'- consider these
ydimes to ‘mw been corrupied Into
“ witch-balls ; but [ think they are
merely varants of the term — wiuch-
ball.," as both ideas are connected with
wirchcraft.

The bright mirror globes were ongin-
ally imported from the Continent. They
are often df""s.'h.u n old Dutch PAIDnOngs.
However, from about 1690 English gi.a:.&
makers started pnxi.;..,.;w: them, and theu
products were less fragile than the Con-
tunental ones. The carly silvered witch-

'u’" were coated inside with an J.T.l.;ig.l."“.
sraining bismuth, lead, tin and mercur
Ihey wete pot very durable, as the IELL_-
ton was liable 1o damage by damp; Bor

were they very ciear.
[ater, in the early lgth century, im-

proved methods of manufacture were

PENTAGRAM
by i ug Aol Fwrnrd Mol

Al inguiries should be addreésied o

BM /ELEUSIS, LONDON WCI

eV :'.ﬁ'nn'i,, m:. uding onec of costing the
glass inside with real silver: and in this
pernod very fine reflecting globes were
made, of "'m:f-:—i.-.m:_ perfection. Coloured
witch-balls of this type began to be made
also. I have seen them in biue, green and
gold, 45 well s in ulver :

[n fact, in the 19th century the witch-
ball began to be more of a decoration, and
s old ma E al i:&'“.t:"'.a:a.n:: faded into "hc:
background. Witch-balls were made with
everything on them from Scnptural texe
to h+-’1'"*" sCenes.

But their ongmal significance has not
been forgotten. In 1930 The Times had
sarme int .,r-ﬁtug correspondence on the
survival of beliet m witchoraft One
Writer n:s:n:;:mm: hat she had seen
witch-balls for ff.aia. in a shop near the
British Museum, and had been wid thar
there was a ready sale for them. They
were believed to tarn aside the effects of
wichcraft

Incadentally, The Times received so
many letters on the belief i witchcraft
that on September 20th, 1930, it pub-
lished a Ic.;_img .mn..t on the subject, in

which it was stated © It 1s plain thet in
many a vitlage (and 1n many z town, 0o,
i.“-":,"."hi{“- the belief in witchcraft has by
no means died out, and that bving women
are n..r{.“a:.II:--.-i by some of theiwr neighbours
ro be witches.”

_I_C'{'.l'.‘_. witch-palls are becoming col-
lectors '.:ﬂ.,-:“«:, and even museum pleces;
but such 1s their pr'puh:m that new one

re beginning 1o be made. Not long ago |
saw some in a Brnightoa shop, of bnight
silvered glass, hung from a littde wrought-
won wall bracket. | wonder if the pur-
chasers want them only for decoration, or
if their lucky and magical significance 1s
still in mund ?—DOREEN VALIENTE

Weather Query

Can anyone shed any lg:
that some people hind that

they clean thew cars 1t @gys ran
Our isquirer, far from believing that
s gited with :U-.tr gver the ﬂil.'”.::ﬁ[h,
suggests that there is som nething m the
* atmosphere ih:_._[ 24 hours before a
summer storm which gves lum the urge
1o clean his car. Perhapt it is the same
force or influence which makes cows
behave _ui::rr.u.; i advance of a change
an the weather; picase et Us GEVe Your
VIEWS.

Personal Announcements

Subscribers who would ke t0 maxc

their own confacts by ¢ 1:-.-;:-1:.-.‘::;;“
with other readers are invited o submiy
1'['.-.,_] I"l = LhE ..i;. ol I.H'.'I-'ullI AannouUnotIents
For publication free of charge. As thas 15
.-'!F!.f'.:'r.i i oy B8 4 SErVICE 1S lurther 1o

dividua! research, no anniouncemaents 107
. i il : > T
goods for sake will e aloepicld—eXTiCPl 1O
the case of books: truies and prices muast

be speciied.
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