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“WITCHCRAFT isa my;t’l%::l religion,” said Lois

Pearson, a modern witch, in a B.B.C. pro-

gramme recently. “It is pre-Christian and it dates

back to the Stone Age. Reincarnation is one of our

| firm beliefs, and we also believe that people who are

witches in previous lives will be drawn back to us in
this life.

“ Being a witch means that I generate a power, a life force,
and I ca annel it into a specific purpose. 1 have the power to
heal the si wnd T can influence people. To some extent I can
make wishes come true, and T also have the power to bring about
anything in my own life that I really desperately want.

“Do witches worship the
devil?” asked an interviewer.

“No, witches do not worship
the devil,” replied Lois Pearson. s
“I should like to make that quite| often?”

spiritual presence but we are not
aware of them as people.”

witches, do you

clear. The devil is a Christian
symbol for evil. Nor do we “That would be the full
practice black magic. In the old' moon, would it?”

“Yes, as a matter of fact it is.”
Witches' Sabbath?”

“Well, it isn't a sabbath. A
sabbath is one of the great festi

days, the witches themselves were
the priesthood. Our Hallowe'en
ceremony is devoted to the god,
and the god's place is taken by

he high priest and he wears for vals. There are four great festi-
this ceremony a horned helmet. vals during the year — May
Eve, August Eve, Hallowe'en and
Candlemas.”
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“Yes, we meet once a month.” §

yrong f‘t was produced be-
tween men or between women,
unless it was a platonic sort of
love. But we don’t take any
chances.”
“Would you regard the powers
that witches exercise as super-
natural?” asked the interviewer.
“No,” replied Lois Pearson,
would not regard them as super-
natural. We all have certain
powers which are inherent in us,
and it’s just that the purification
we undergo in witcheraft, and
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@ Lois Pearson is a modern

witch, so she uses modern
means of transport. Here
she is seen stepping from a
plane.

the rites we carry out, help us to
develop any spiritual gifts which
wWe might possess. But witchcraft’
won't give you anything which
you don't already have. It just
helps to develop the powers you
already possess.”

“Is there any kind of organisa-
tion which links one coven with
another?”

Spells are out

“No, we have no central
organisation. You see, in the old
days in the burning times, the
rule was that one coven
shouldn’t know of the existence
of another one so that if they
were caught and tortured, they
couldn't confess what they didn't
know. And to a certain extent
that rule still prevails today.”

“Tell me, do you in fact cast
spells, o is that an old-fashioned
idea?

“That's an old-fashioned idea.
We don't cast spells in the old-

fashioned sense. We don't say
‘ceny meeny miny mo’ for in-
stance. We work. We have a

sort of agenda.”

“Js it easy nowadays to be a
witch, or do witches find them-
hunted, as

there is
amount  of
witches don’t

a certain
persecution,  but
really pay much
regard to it, you knmow. Its
one of the things that
take in their strides
They develop a thick skin."

3



