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QITAKESPEARE is much to blame for giving us a S . prles s b
picture of witches as secret, black and midnight hags, b e R T |
hovering through the fog and filthy air. R g R . 3 : k. B
Mrs Doreen Valiente, right, of Sillwood Place, o b S i g
| __Brighton, who calls herself a practising wilch, is not
g hke that at all. In fact she would have lo digguise
b Rerselt heavily before she could play in the witches’
ol scenes in Macbeth.
An elder in the witchcrall

movement, she is the author
of what promises to be @

> =

5 AR | f startling book, An ABC ol

_ SETHE | witcheraft Past and Present,

N s Ay | I which Robert Hale and Com-
: : pany are to publish in June. It

* T ' il will be an impressive

oS ' i Hlustrated volume of 416

S AWARENESS  passsasesescmedEEEEE

-!. 1 . ' ¥ rl:lgi'.'-.i, at £3.50),

I” 1..“'!:5[' '::I'I'F_‘H"t'””;” y notice,
the publishers say : " This 1S
the only book of its Kind wril-
ten by a practising witch., It
i intended a&s not merely a
3 : history, but a guide 1o the
| & - et 5[1’51[’1'11‘? l_':"“'ll"*":"'?:‘ _Df H a Fl:'.i__':—":::ilﬁ 1S [Aar, home CcOntains mansy of the
vast and fascinating subject.” than Christianity.” P laere and ChETRE e,
wirs Valiente would not s 2 H-.-_:'rn In L,'l.'_:ll'.l:h s (4 Mrs cally -:1-"-.‘;.:“'.".'I["|."i with 1.,1,.|[_|__' h.
thank anvyone calling her a Valiente comes ol a family craft and magic. 4
“ white witch": she prelers OL5 "'1:""":"'"_3'1,"-.| with the New Apart from being an
B0 -be ot 8 Wwien. Any Forest, which she considers a authority on witchcraft, she
division of witches into White MYSHE AL, e is a painter and a poet. SOmMaH
and evil EJLn:j-’.{lri.-.:-‘. 15 nNot With ner P nish-horn af her poemnms have been read”s
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s B justified by history, she savs h.l‘ sband, she has lived 10 at the London meetings of the
- ; ' Brighton since 1956, and hel Poetry Society :

* & Her book will show thal e A R R o 43, A : aeu Rie

S8yitchcraft 1. as old as the el : _ et ) _ :

( Shuman race and its devolees : ' i b / i - ‘
as worshippers in the oldest eV | : N
religion of the world., They ' : . .
were pagan nature warship- _ s :
pers long before the Druids

« Witcheraft is a philosophy
and a way of life,” she told a
reporter. " I brings about a
better enjoyment of living, a
greatér AWareness of Lhe
beauties of the world.”

Interest in witchcraft and
in the occult generally, she
says, has grown tremendously
in recent years, This coin-
cides with the coming in af
the Aquarian Age when great
changes are taking place.

Cussex, like other paris of
the country, has several
covens of witches who hold
regular sabbalts, with all the
traditional ritual of dances,
spells and sacrifices.

But, according 0 Mrs
Valiente, they are merely
play-acting and are regarded

by real wiiches as something
of a joke.

She firmly dissociates the
genuine witckes from the
Satanislts who, in SusseX and
elsewhere, have often dese-
crated churches to celebrate
he black mass.

‘ Genuine witches," she.
lid, ‘' see no necessity to

tess up in the cast-off rigs

Christianity. Witchcraft, as
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