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Patricia Cruwrhqr a High Priestess of the

Shefficld Coven, in her ceremoninl robes
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I:IME people are with
wrtch&s from birth,
say. Some are mfhlind by

they

aspouse. But the majority enter
witchcraft by word of mouth or
through occult magazines.

Anvbody can
titioner of this ancient
cult. All they need is a
fittle know-how and
the tools of the trade

Two new books—Lid
Off The Cauldron (Fred-
crick  Muller, £6.95) hy
Patricia Crowiher.  and
Eight Sabbats For Witches
(Robert Hale, £6 25) by
Janet and Stewar Farrm
will spell out all you've
ever wanted to know about
wirchcraft

Patricia Crowther, a
pracising witch since 1960
and High Priestess of the
aheffield Coven, savs:
“Every person who wishes
o become o member of the
Craft must be hmughl i
by an already jnitiaed
wilch; otherwise the initia-
tion is not walid,"

Wilches believe i rein-
carnation. Il vou were a
witch v a previous life,
they say, vou will be drawn
back imto i,

become a  prac-

Y

i

More and more
people are malang
modern-day magic.

But it can
rebound on them

Another certain method
of eniry is ta be born into
a family of witches.

“Many of the secrets are
communicated orally,
says Patricia Crowther.
“They are mever com-
mitied lo paper,”

NATURE

You must have o genu-
ne desire (o worship the

old gods of naiure to
become a wiich.,
Any other motive—such

a5 morkid curiosity, desire
lor power over others. or
the intention of Lsin e
magic for material gain—
will he doomed 1o failure.

Witches  are  initiated
naked and must swear (o
keep the secrets of the crafi

Th{'ln.llmla-.:.n inirod uces
them 1o the ways of work-
Ing White (beneficial)
magic—bufl “‘re-hirth*’

until they
through all
= of advancement

the  second

sn't con ||1||".:_'
hawve

passed

and & new magical person-
ality and name.

The basic purpose of
witcheraft, say devoiees, 75
1 develop n _-Lrl:il1|:r under-
standing of ones inner
being—which demands
years of dedication,

Co-puthors  Janet and
Stewart Farrar estimate
that the acive adherenis
of Wicea (as wilcherafl i:
cilled by devotees) now
number tens of thousands
and are increasing.

You can pul togelher a
do-it-voursell witchcrafi

kit and form your opwn
MAZIC circle.
‘ol peed o black

handled knife about 9ins,
ong, a wand, a cauldron,
i five-pointed star- a.h'aped
image and a red cord.

FULL-MOON

The wand should be cut
from a hazel tree on a
Wednesday at full-moon
(in 1he witches® calendar.
bath tree and day belocg
o Mere _lI".,l

A pIpsY-pol makes:an
ideal cauldron when cele-
crating the fAre fesliivals
but an ordinary black et
will do




VIRG

stone, will serve a9 8 base
on which to dmaw your
star, symbolising man the
Mmagician,
Finally, you'll need a
r red cord, or three strands
M of red, white and  Hlue,
plaited rogether,
1 The cord, say the experts,
can be worn round the leg
like a garer durlhg i i
cal rituals, “ahsorbing
¥OUF . aWwn ﬂhrat’mns and
aura "’
Mow you're ready io
rk rruguc—mslde ¥our
circle.”
15 can be drawn on
floor er carpet in chalk
ut it must be 90t in

Your altar can be a
table or chest, You'll also
need five candlesticks: ane
for the altar, and one for
each of the four points of
the circle.

INCENSE

Ciher magic aids inelude
incense—joss-sticks are
the most common Tonm
used—a bowl of water, a
supply of salt (for rn.lktng
the circle holy], a sprinkler
fusually a spng of herbe
tied together) and a sweet-
toned bell for invoking the
ancient gods, known o
witches as the “kings of the
clements.”

Witches are quick to
peint out that witchcran
has nothing in eommon
with hlack magic or sacri-
licial Blood riles.

Black magic, Lthey siress,
15 the use of the mind's
powers (o harm  others.
But witchorafi, they (nsist,
exisis o do gm:ud

As  Patricia  Crowther
puts i Il a witch inten-
Il-:nmlly sets ol 1o harm
anybody, he {or she} would
not only be breaking a
strict law, bul would alzo
Pt himeelf in jeopardy, as
the magic performed
would rebound onm him
three-fold."

You have been '.»'ur:a!
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