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IS THE CRAFT
BETRAYING
ITS OWN HERITAGE?

vWe have given considerable prominence to this article by ARIEL in view of the

carefully-reasoned plea the writer makes for active co-operation between adherents

of Witchcraft., We sincerely trust that the faultless logic of the writer’s argument

will elicit enthusiastic response from those to whom it is directed.

(TUDY IS AN ESSENTIAL prerequisite to progress in
every branch of the mysteries, and the great
exponents of every occult system have arrived at
their state of mastery not only by a determined
course of personal discipline but also by an exhaus-
tive study of published books and manuscripts,
together with association with like-minded people.
The Tarot and the Cabbala, for example, have in-
spired much scholarly writing by sages and mystics
of every age : such writings, and the perpetuation of
individual groups and lodges, have ensured the
essential continuity of ideas, ideals and practice.
Witchcraft, however, has no similar store of
standard literature or universally-available teaching
on which to draw, on which to depend for contin-
aitv of tradition, of purpose or belief. The Craft in
Britain is fragmented into many sections, some of
which can be enumerated, but there is, no way in
which the tradition and practice of every “sect” can
be examined, far less co-ordinated or used as threads
hv which a scholar can trace back to the common
origin. Certain covens throughout the country are
widelv-known to be in a state of reasonable har-
mony, and between them there 1s considerable
interchange of ideas, knowledge and information.
In several separate localities there are assoclated
vens which have no contact with any others ;
heir membership may or may not be almost exclu-
vely on an hereditary basis. Then there are several
covens which are entirely “independent”
and which have no contact—and seek none—with
Such reluctant attitudes towards nter-coim
unication may be, in the short term, explainable
by expediency and the danger of betrayal. But s
' ; g far greater “betrayal” inherent 1n this
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The historical view is that what is now known as
Witchcraft was the Old Religion embracing, pre-
sumably, theology, occult powers and ceremonial
rituals—at one time universal within the limits of
communications several hundred years ago—and
which were driven underground by the onslaught of
the emergent Church and associated power politics.
This Old Religion was, it has been suggested,
carried on in secret by groups of loyal adherents
who perpetuated their knowledge hereditarily. In
this way the old teachings were carried down to the
present day.

It logically follows that during the past fhve
hundred years or so those small and independent
groups practising the Old Religion should have
departed somewhat from the original and umversal
practice. In one part of the country the theology
may have survived more strongly than elsewnere,
yet much of the ritual and occult technique may
have been lost or forgotten. Another area may be
strong in ritual ; another in practical ability.

Passage of time may have lost the Craft much of
its powers and traditions ; who knows 7 Who
knows just how much of the Old Religion and 1its
teachings are still perpetuated—or, indeed, will be
left in another ten, or one hundred, years ?

Circumstances of the day make it imperative that
something be done, and soon, to ensure that the
several remnants be brought together. Those who
know must come forward ; those who would learn
await. Trust and confidence, love and charity—on
the part of each——are essential.

If the opportunities which now exist, and are
vital, are neglected the Craft—in every :'?-L*C[H,'ill---k':'ﬂl
have only itself to blame for 1ts own extinction, The
heritage is endangered, and tine 18 ranmng out,
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What to Read About Witchcraft
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label from a h.::tht. of Strega is reproduced here and the de esign includes a

old and ugly witch with her broomstick and owl hnu:.d The design also
nciudes a charming sketch of witch maidens and their horned escorts
enjoying themselves. Witches' Coffee is made with Strega and hot coffee,
with cold cream floating on the top. Try it sometime! Benevento. whare
astrega is made, is also the name of a game which ltalian witches are said ro

have played at their

meetings

WHY THE MONOMARK ?

“Why, when Witches give interviews to the newspapers, radio and television.
do yvou use a Box Address "

I'he answer is simple,

One prolific interview-giver

So writes an inguirer,

has been evicted from a

shop and two homes. A London Witch was evicted from her flat last vear follow-

INg certain press reporis.
Mearer “home

The days of victimisation are certainly not dead vet!
", a mischief~-maker who discovered the actual whercabouts of

the principal sponsor of the WRA attempted to “extort money by menaces” —as

the lawvers savy,

The Monomark address has proved perfectly satisfac Loy
uscful work has been achicVved.

pondents and, already,
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Anvone with reservations

can be assured that confidential correspondence will be seen only by one person.
No names or addresses are passed on to a third party without prior approval or

il the writer's reguest
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PRESS COUNCIL
BACKS WITCH

Full Text of Statement

In a national newspaper news story Mrs,
Eleanor Bone, Tooting Bec, London, S.W.17,
was said 1o have descnibed how witches met
and tried to invoke powers to do good. A
photograph was published showing her robed,
standing in an attitude of supplication.

On the following day the South London Press
published a news story to the effect that the
residents of Mrs. Bone’s Rest Home were
surprised o learn that she was a witch.

Mors. Bone complained to the Press Council
that a Sourh London Press reporter gained
admussion to the Home by stating he was
expected and that he had obtained her permis-
ston to speak o patients. His report implicated
a4 personal interview with her whereas the
remarks attributed to her had been taken from
the nauonal newspaper report. He had assured
her staff ac the Home that he would see her
before his report was published but he did not
do so. She had kept her business hife and
private life strictlv apart and lived in a flat
away from the Home. QCther newspapers had
respected her wishes that the name and address
of the Home should not be disclosed.

Two members of Mrs. Bone's staff con-
firmed the statement that the reporter said he
had permission from Mrs. Bone to visit the
Home and that she would be “shown every-
thing" before his newspaper was published. A
patient informed the Council that the reporter
asked her what she thought about Mrs. Bone
being 2 witch.

Mr, C. Tipper, the reporter concerned,
declared that after unsuccessful attempts by
telephone to get into touch with Mrs. Bone he
calied at the Home and produced his business
card. He was allowed to speak to three patients
on the understanding that he contacted Mrs.
Bone before anvthing was published. He
understood that his story was not to be
published until the following Friday but 1o hus
surprnise it was'printed in the Tuesday edition.

Mr. Eric Kinton, Editor, South London
Press, told the Council it did not occur 1o any of
the newspaper staff that Mrs. Bone, after all the
national publicity she had received, would try
12 keep from her patients her association with
witchcraft.

Mr. H H. Wall, News Editor, told Mrs.
Bone that had he known of her strong objection
1o the link he would have respected her request
to suppress the name of her Rest Home.

At the request of the Press Council Mrs.
Bone, Mrs. 1. Barfoot, from her Rest Home,
and Mr. Christopher Tipper gave oral
evidence.

Mr. Tipper raised a new point—that when
he telephoned his story to head office, he
embargoed it so that it would not be published
until he had spoken to Mrs. Bone.

A former staff man who wrote the story from
the telephone dictation told the Counal thar
Mr. Tipper wid him he had been unable to
contact Mrs. Bone but intended to telephone
her later that day. Mr. Tipper did not make
any request for an embargo line to be typed on
s report.

The FPress Council's adjudication, ssued
recently, was |

The “South London Press” is censured
for publication of this article, The
Council finds that the newspaper’s
reporier falsely represented to the com-

plainant’s staff that he had Mrs. Bonce's

rmission to interview residents at the

est Home and thart subsequently he
failed te make it ¢lear to his newspaper
that his report was subject 1o an embarge
until such time as he bad obtained com-
plainant’s permission for the publication
of references to the visit to the Home.
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| Any reader approached by, or inad-

BLACK MAGIC

Many inquirers have had reservations
about the in case it Was in some way
associated with black magic. They can set
their minds at rest : the WRA is intended
to assist in achieving a better understand-
ing of the Old Religion, perpetuated
under the modern name of Witcheraft ;
it has no desire to further the activities of
any person or persons who may be con-
cerned with the desecration of religious
houses or bunal grounds of any denomi-
naton.

A word of warning is appropriate here :
it 13 apparent that there are various
persons and groups throughout the
country purperting to practice “Wirch-
craft’”’ and who are soliciting membership
for their “covens”. Some of these are
quite harmless, but there are others which
are known te be “fronts” for groups
which have no association with any aspect
of the craft, religion, or magic. It is
known that one such group, shortly to
advertise for members, is organised by
thoroughly undesirable people practising
the most hormble sexual and other
deviations. Please be extremely careful

vertently approaching, such a group and
whe requires advice or assistancé may

l write, giving full details, o the WRA.

“NEW DIMENSIONS ”

Occult Magazine
Deserves Support

The WRA has no connection the with
journal New Dimensions, or with the publishers.
Helios Book Service Limited. Nevertheless
ND iz a brave venture and deserves supporr
from all who are interested 1n the occult
generally, and Witcheraft in paracular. The
following is an extract from the publishers’
leaflet : New Dimensions believes that there is
more to Man, more to the Universe, than
“meets the eye”. It wanis man to expand his
horizons—inwardly as well as outwardly, New
Dimensions believes that man is greater than
nature, that the proper study of mankind is
man, That he needs a recognition and a
knowledge of his own spirit and the means of
its development through the channels of intui-
nonal msight, mental realisation, emotonal
relationships, instnctual motivations and
physical action in the world.

New Dimennons has published eight issues ;
it has been edited in England and printed in
the USA for the first six ; it i3 now wholly
edited and produced in England. ND has
included a number of arucles on Witchcoratt.
ND deserves your support ; a year's subscrip-
tion (six issues} will cost you s guinea. The
WRA can receive subscriptions for ND—send
your guinea to BM Eleusis, London W.C.1,
clearly stating that it is for a subscription for
ND. Those 1n doubt can send 3s. 10d. for a
specimen copy.

PENTAGRAM

The entre contents of Pemiagrom is
protected by Copyright. All enquinies
should be addressed to:

BM/ELEUSIS, LONDON W.C.1.

By the way . ..

Among the many inquirers seeking help
recently from a High Priestess known to us is a
Roman Catholic priest.

x - *

A publication with the ude “Complete
Manual of Black Magic and Witchcraft” should
be interestin cially when the subtitle on
the cover reads “Secret Rituals, Texts, Erotic
Symbolism, etc.”

Such a publication has recently appeared
under the imprint of the Chapter Press for
the Esoteric Lodge: the author is J. M.
Alexander. The “Manual” is a 16-page quarto
duplicated publication of which the first two
pages arc a Foreword by Dr Ludwig Gans. A
number of intéresting poinis are raised and
discussed and the booklet is a useful addition to
any comprehensive hibrary on Witcheraft—but
both the title and the subtitle are misleading,
Expensive at five shillings.

i w -

Another publication during the past few
months purports to contain all the Witcheraft
nituals, together with other narrative material
of an inconseguential—though vicious—
nature. The author has gone 1o considerable
trouble to misrepresent certain Witch person-
alities, even to the extent of reproducing part
of a ietrer in such a way that the reproduction
purperts to be the whole letter. This sort of
thing makes the whole publication highly
suspect. Very expensive ar twenty shillings.

" L] i

The May 18 i1ssue of Life contained a twelve-
page feature on the Witches of Britain. While
there may be many who question the desir-
ability of this sort of publicity for Witchcrafr,
one must admt that the Life treatment was
dignified and excellently-handled. Photo-
gaphs of outdoor romps at the Rolinght

tones and indoor rituals were skilfully shos
and cleverly retouched. The text was intel-
ligent throughoutr, The article has probably
done much to counteract the sort of un-
favourable publiaty which has appeared in
various publications in the past year.

- * -

A craftsman-silversmith living on ¢ Scottish
island is able to make items of jewellery 10
order. Pentagram rings, braceletss and
pendants are popular lines. Inguiries may be
made to Pentgeram for forwarding.

- - -

Two museums of Witchcraft are worth a
visit ©  the one at Castletown in the Isle of
Man iz best-known and was owned by the late
Dr. Gerald Gurdner. More convenient for
readers living in London and the South
Midlands areas is the museum at Bourton-on-
the-Watar. A trip to the Bourton museum can
easily be combined with a vt to the Rollnight
Stones.

Readers within convenient access 10 London
and who are interested in the Celtic rradition
generally, may like to know that the Ancient
Diruid Order holds a ic lecture ar Caxton
Hail on the third Thursday in the month (not
August) at 7.1 p.m. Guest speakers cover
many opics o occult interest. The
quality varies considerably, but a visit is usually
warth-while. Informal discussion afterwards,
in &4 nearby refreshment house, )5 often more
enlightening.

o W L

Ar & meeting of the Supreme Council on
Thursday, July g, 1964, David Sard was
installed as Grand Hierophant of the Severeign
Imperium of the Mystertes. It is regretred that
no new members can currently be accepred for
the Sovereign [mperium of the Mysteries and
sppendant orders, including the Ancient and
Mysterious Society of the Crata Repoa.
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