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A READER’S
KNOTTY PROBLEM

A subject which interests me concerns
the d.ﬂhr opological and folk-lore aspects
of witch traditions. I am interested in
ollecting the string figures made by
rumitive peoples all over the world,
some of which seem to be associated with
sympathetic magic, and healing. It has
occurred to me that the story told by
Gerald Gardner in one of his books
about the sailors in the Isle of Man
“buying winds” tied up in knotted
strings from witches might conceal a
string *'aun- !11.'1;;11.': or play—and it would
be of great interest to know if string
figures have a place in witch traditon.
| know that a cord is one of the witches’
rimai tools, but this may be something
uite different. 1 should stress that 1
am interested in this question from a
scientific standpoint. Cats’' cradles and
siring  games are usually regarded as a
pasume of children and savages, too
trivial to be worthy of mention, but as

with some other waditional games they
may well reflect not a little of the history
of the people.—Kathieen H. Basford
(Myrs)), 11 Stanley Road, Alexandra
Park, Manchester 16.
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aince her first letter, Mrs. Basford has
written as follows: “Because of the great

.;::t',;',f. y and world-wide distribudon of these
BATNES, and their association with magic,
mythology and calendrical customs of primi-
tive peoples 1t would be of grear interest if it
can be established that ¢ wr:.:-mg figures, games or
tricks occur in the hmumc}.as of Witchcraft, 1

id not ;it on in my previous letter that one

CAINd EIRWE

rman name for the NUrsery game “Cat’s
Cradles™ 15 “Hexenspiel”—""Witch"s Game."”

 significant. There is
evidence that "(Cat's Cradles" originated in
orea, and came to Europe by the tea-trade

It may or may not be
¥

Editorial consultanis to “Pentagram™ make the
foilownng observations:

Cords and string play a part in all types of
magic, Witch or otherwise. Note the Brahmin
Sacred T :;'.'.:"', the TF]LJIﬂi s girdle of chasuty,
etc. The value of cord 1s that it will take up any
artern in three dimensions. Using it will make
the fingers follow the mind or vice versa, To
ue knots 1s to manifest mental intentions on a
material level. Fnot patterns can therefore be
related o mund patterns, especially by some-
one who can neither read nor write, and

srocedures of knotting and arranging cords can
¢ eguated 1n terms of consclousness on
ar levels,

Az a meditanonal ::ﬁc.:f_. & cord is |.j'-_4ir.|;: valil-
bie, and it can be put 10 many uses having
gund psycholopcal purposes. The "'(Cat's
rad for 1 ance, Liustrates the process of
Dyeriing oopeCtive and ui.‘_f-r bive L":H:""L'i\. L..*.n
£ | wrht almost 100k ar cords as beir IR
: 2 i making mund-pictures with fluidiry

I Urpost

The whole subject of Witch-cords 1s more

W ] . Il &Y '-;.:"Ii-._.-:_-'\-'..i._ and Necas a
ik F kPN i £V ,.:'-:4:-5 '.'r']i:t-:_' O
this one @t great length i Memtagram
il peryun In fact it would make 3
project of 1ts own 1o kéep rescarchers wWorking
for quite 2 while. Perhaps M, Basford would
are Lo sart this ball (of string 1) rolling ?--W. G

Mrs. Basford has raised an interesting point
about the real purpose of cards, harvest twine,
string dolls, etc. They appear to have originated
from the woven strands of Old Fate, the major
deity of all trué witches. They are, of course,
the onigin of such descriptive terms as “spel
binders.”” When worked up properly :h-:»
should contain many different parts—herbs,
feathers and impedimenta of the particular
charm. They are generally referred to in the
trade as “'ladders,” or in some cases as
“garlands,” and have much the same meaning
as the three crosses. That is they can contain
three blessings, three curses, or three wishes.
A witch also possesses a devotional la ddc‘:f, by
which she may climb to meditational heights,
knotted to a similar pattern as the Catholic
rOSary.

The Celtic practice of binding the dead, used
now as a devouonal aid by some modern
groups, was onginally an indication that the
dead person had undergone the necessary
stages and purification towards the final
judgement and redemption. The actual pattern
uf the knot was considered to be the important

hing; the pattern formed by the lines of the
binding being a symbol of secondary impor-
tance.

Alexander the Great, by cutting the Gordian
knot, announced to all and sundry that he u.a_:,
going to cut his own fate with the e:dgh
sword. It was the action of a truly brave mzm,
since the knot was bound upon the yoke of the
Twin Bulls, the Masters over Life and Death.
It may be that when he later built a temple to
Nemesis he was attempting to buy off the
terrible fate of his former action.

The art of binding is to be seen in ope of its
best forms In the old craft of thatching. The
pegs and binders are traditonally put into a
crossed shape, held by a final structure over the
roof trees that also has a very close connection
with Witchoraft.

The so-called “sacred object’” held in such
reverence by some Witches was in fact a
weaver s distaff—and could easily be mistaken
for a phallic symbol. The weaver's distaff,
bound with reeds or straw, appears frequently
in rural carvings and elsewhere. It again has
reference to the Craft and supreme Deiry. It
would appear that the witches were not in the
least influenced by Feudian conceprts.

There 15 good reason to assume that the
nursery game of snakes and ladders ﬂngmﬂrﬂi
in a much older pastime connected with
binding. One aspect of the snake is that of the
Tu‘ﬂpwr or Destroyer, and the game remains
as a lesson upon life: one either ascends by the
aid of the ladder, or descends via the snake. The
action of the game is still dependant upon the
throw of a black and white cube (dice}—a
symbol of Fate from ancient times.

Basically the cords of binding, as used today,
are worked upon with mistaken enthusiasm.
Originally they were cords of Fate, woven and
bound into a charm for a defined purpose.
Sometimes shaped into a semblance of the
object or person 10 be influer wed, they were
also hung on a gatepost or nailed near to the
abject or person, F'['i’.'Ll'c'lbld-' in a public place,
as an indication of intent. In an [talian spell,
the ladder is actually placed in the bed of the
person to be énchanted. A beautiful witch
tadder, incidentally, was once found in a
-I::uu':z belfry: presumably one of the Old
Craft could nort sleep late on Sunday mormings
because of the racketr of the bells!

“Cart's cradle” as a game s interestng
enough but as a form of witchery it becomes
an interesting indication of the compiex
nature of the Craft., Each of the fingers on the
hands of a witch has a defined E-"ﬂ-i'-llilj-, and

purpose. It would be reasonable o assume

"_,L‘_,._:I [ Ehe Enov 1;[:.@1_:,.1.*J the& crosses and p wres
formed by the strings would tell much of a
particular ritual.—Robert Cochrane,

More books to read
'HE LANCASHIRE WITCHES

Harrison Ainsworth's famous
was wntten ino 1848 and
lar ever since, but it i
abtain and the Lancashire dialect is not
easy for the modern reader. Recognisi T"E{
these :.:?.\uh'.i.-f:%._ a new “ condensed an
transiated ~ edition has been prepared by
Irene Pollitt, who says - * In ret <l Hing this
fantastic I ~haLi transiate the broad
Lancashire ilaJ_“ leaving oul unpeces-
sary descriptions, -:'E;;Luzu*-. and anythin
that is not entirely releva
and thus

- BLOTH ¥,

nt to the story.
3

making for easier reading and
e

qui"rzf:r understanding a story of Lan-
cashire, a beautiful and generous countv
and the strange nappenings that have

r,.-

been the base of so manv stories of the
dark deeds around Pendle Hill
Available from John R. Ainsworth Ltd..
2 Standish Street, Burnlev. Lancs. Price
15s., plus 1s. postage

DEVIL WORSHIP IN BRITAIN: A V.
Sellwood and Peter Haining; Corgi Books
s, 6d.

This could quite easily be a symposium of
cxtended articles from one of the more lurid
Sunf.*.aj.-_' newspapers. The authors have had a
rollocking time covering (in the words of the
blood-red bhlurb) “An obscenes nite in the West

Country . . . ir'iHJ-l...ﬂu‘: ..« - the nude dancers of
the North ... the Tiki ritual murders . .. a
black mass at Clophull . . . sexual orgies . . . the
temple of Pigamhrn in H:riurr* hire . . . the

death curse ... the blood-filled chalice at
Chideock.” All good stuff for selling paper-
backs but they have made a re asonable attem
to separate the wheat from the chaff of what
they have discovered and lumped :;u:a::::::r
under the conveniently embracing word o
Witchcraft. To give the book a trace of social
conscience they express dissansfacrion with
Mr. Henry Brooke's dismissal of the ides of
:nr.rﬂ-..u-::mg fresh anti-witcheor :: ,'-.'_g islation o

{..t:ﬂ with undesirable pracuces carried on by

rtain  groups, There is already ample
Ltgiﬂtﬂﬂﬁﬂ N existence: F-:-:-‘,:“-.'_ can ailways
leave groups if they don’t like them. If they

are too fnghtened to do so without mora
support from outside they s i k
able to find it. Any sociclogist knows that
strange group practices will 1‘1-1.:4::;. continue.
WITCHCRAFT AND BLACK MAGIC;
Montague Summers; Arrow Books; »,. 6d
THE SATANIC MASS; H. T. F. Rhodes:
Arrow Books; 3s. 6d.

These two books—both '!a':!-;;
their original edittions—make a welcome re-
appearance as paperbacks. Monmague Summers

ut of print in

will need no inroduction 1o our readers but a
word about :4.: *:3 rhodes 15 probably appro
priate, He been a prolific and readable
author on Lf‘n s0¢12l aspects of crime ; perhaps

5
he should have remeained so exclusively. Now
agreeing with what a book says, however, 1s
probably the worst reason {or not reading it!

By the way .

he November issue n'-f New Dumen
sions includes a most interesting article
by Robert Cochrane outlining in facty
fiction form a ritual as pr,;.:m';’i by
hereditary Warwickshire witches. Allow
ing for the vell of fiction, the artici
reveals” an approach and attitude very

different from other published

]
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Diane Treece recalls her

LOOKING BAGK a mother's association with the local witch

My mother, a child in Victoria’s reign,
lived next door to the last member of the
local cover 'ji]ll"ﬁ,lgh Mrs, B, the witch,
had five children of her own, not one of
them followed the old Craft. In factit was
common knowledge they thought their
mother to be slightly mad, and refused to

ssist her in her work at all. My grand-
mother thought differently and the two
ladies were firm friends, exchanging
gossip, upon which a considerable amount
of professional witchery depends, and
going out together upon a shiny night to
collect the herbs of the trade. They often
worked together over the coal range,
peering into the boiling pot as the herbs
fluxed to create the magic distillations of
g charm.

Mother, the youngest daughter, was
ten years old when first invited to help
Mrs. B. She would stand and hold the
hand-made taper while grandmother and
Mrs. B circumvented the room, voices
raised 1n a chant, one whirling the ladle,
au. other the fire rake—stirring up things,
calling upon the Gods to assist them.
Occasionally she would be asked to hold
hands with Mrs. B as the old lady peered
into a common glass dish to find out what
someone was up to. She also had the
unigue experience of seeing an overlook-
ing. Mrs, B took out of a cupboard a small
wooden coffin, opened it carefully and
took out a wax doll from inside, then
:ﬂ‘=;u-uu"” upon a chair transfixed the doll’s

body to t.h'i.., door frame with six long steel
;1;.113. This operation was carried out in
absolute silence, and the only remark
that mother remembered Mrs. B making
apon the marter was, “When I cusses,
my cusses come "ome to roost.” They did,
for rumour had it that someone had upset
the old lady,
surprise to my mother that this particular
family embarked upon a long string of
misformunes,

i--fa:;rj. one who had a problem sooner or

iter found their way to Mrs, B's door.
‘“:-." ¢ appears to have acted as a consultant
5y rchaatr :_ﬁe.-_ mar deglg_, OISy ‘LfLJI and a
nrimitive form of National Health Service
to half the village, all of whom treated her
with a mixture of amused contempt and
secret awe. Mrs, B actually lived by her
Craft, 1aking small exchange for smali
rs. and accepting cash in return for
1O SOMmeone. |

1AVOLULS,
- S TN ¥ b i
L '!-IIJ-.J.':]I,I LN

modern occult standards it

e BT
[l'\-\.l.-' ¥ Y

¥#ould be casy to condemn the praciicc of

secepting money in return of Craft, but
AMrs B was 3 widow in a world where

r 15 the only rue crune,

POVELTY

During the South African war, Mrs.
B worked up quite 3 trade amongst the
leparting ddiery by making battle
charms, and it was no rare thing to find

a1 soldier or two {rom the lacal barracks

and i1t was no matter of

waiting patiently in the kitchen whilst
Mrs. B prepared the necessary mg'rfz lients
which she put into a small flannel bag to
be carried in the pocket, Whether
these charms were effective I do not know,
but they must have given confidence to
MAany a man in a tight corner.

My mother last saw Mrs. B when she
returned to the "i].!agr.: after being away
for a few years. The old
she was thinking of gettung married.
When mother said that she wasn't, Mrs. B
told her that it would not be long before
she did, and there was a great deal of
trouble coming afterwards. My mother
was married within the year, and five
years after that my father was to be one of
the few men to have survived active
service from the beginning to the end of
the 1914-18 war.

I suppose that war was not only an end
of an epoch, but also the end of many
ancient and local tradituens. It ushered in
the technical monster we live with today.
It also helped to finish the job first started
by the railways, and finally destroyed the
old village traditions and way of life, and
with it the remains of the despised and
persecuted Old Craft in that area.

A Useful Tree-spell

Trees are a good source of radiant -.rim]_Zt}
on a very low-frequency scale, and this can be
drawn upon unc’scr favourable conditions. A
very useful application of it is for relief, and
even cure, of many backache conditions. The
process is as follows.

First a suitable tree is selected. It must be
strong, upright, free from distoruons or
malformatons, and of good size. Ash, spruce,
birch (but not yew), are all suitable. Ideally it
should be in a natural setting away from
human contamuination such as housing estates,
motor roads, etc.

One “makes friends” with the tree by
touching if, talking to it, and thinking into ir.
Circle it nine times, either touching it with the
fingertips, or with the end of your staff. Take
up the final position North, and lean ':Ja._k:
ugmﬂat Il"'i..- | o = = I'll:';‘l'] I a3 J' in the arms of &
friend {which it 18); reach your hands bthm.i
you, touct hing the tree as If you Un:rc holding
its hands, and say or think slowly and deeply:

Of 1IOT

O Tree;
Strong Tree; Kind Tree.
Take thou this weakness of my back.
(Give me thy strength instead. ;
That I may be as upright as rJ.-._:se',
Berween the Heavens (look up
And the earth benearh (look down)
.'51:L Wre yrodm starm
1d blessed in every branch
."s.lw this be s0.

Afrer this has been -|_'L|_"‘|..'!'J.|:'LL1 i number ol

times until a sense of “rapport’ 15 felt, reiax

PENTAGRAM
All inquiries should be addressed to
BM /ELEUSIS, LONDON WCI

d lady asked her if

u.ur:-..\ against the tree and sumply let it work
lor perfaps ten munutes or s0. Breathe slowly
and deeply, thinking of nothing except peace
and tranguillity. After a little, there should be
a "pullng our’ \...'E..'"II-.E'E the back which vanes
with individuals. When it is felt that the treat-

1
I
A i F e s L e
TNt 1s over, break contact gently, thank the

A
T T ooy '-'L-llll F—\.-.._'. ¥ I¥ mls r
P LUTE & L= -"'r LAY r.':.".i_...'-. 1_':- e Ihee
oy ‘.':_.i::ﬂ.:"::g. a pin into the bark, and take a small
piece of the bark for a “‘pocket-link’ to carry
Wwith you.

T'his process can be repeated with a number

of trees 3o that one ‘s linka ge with ..._,.: natiral
sources of healing are thereby increased. The

ud.ﬁﬂ; process with trees is often slow, and
nstant cures’ are not very likely.
An L:r*h inal method of using trees for healing,
15 similar to the :"r"'*a".n‘“g except that the
diseased part of the body is rubbed with a
ribbon of rag which is then ted or fixed to the

trees with an iron nail. This forms the neces-
sary lnk. I'wo "1:.1@1.-“; such trees are the
Virgin Mary's Tree at Matarieh (Egypt), and
the tree near r!‘-.:: ?\-"-* where Moses was said
to have been found in the bullrushes, In this
country, the Gilastonbury Thorn was once
used n 3"“}1 2 way.

If practicable, it 15 best to work
with ':‘ri.‘."._ TL.: 50 3s 10 establish goo

conract.—w. (3

The Horned God

By the flame that burneth bright,

O Hoernéd One !

We call Thy name into the mphs,

() Ancient One !

Thee we invoke, by the moon-led sea,

By the standing sione and the twasted tree
Thee we invoke, where gather Thine oum
By the nameiess shrine forgotten and (one.
Come where the round of the JL..M i frod,
Horn and hoof of the Goatfoor God !

By moonlit meadow, on dusky mll,

ln-i- H-ET"" f!"!.ﬁ' fa.ll.llﬂft-u. 5 .J'_-u Ii |"-'.-|:- -"-d'..i i F -JI BT |
Come to the charm of the chanted prayer,
As the moon beuntches .ﬁu mudniohs air,
Evoke Thy powers, ¢ ...r- !

s
B v
T "'E.--
A a -
L] LF':.'._J

I_l}'ﬂ'

potent bide

In shining stream and “.—: fecret tide,
In fiery flame f:*_*-; starlight pale,
In shadowy host that rides the pase,
And l'i"__'l' e _.*"‘rrl -0 'hf.- __-"._.1!!"" -haumnied
O forests wild and woods enchanied
{_ e ? O Come !
To the héarr-beat’s drim !
Come to us who gather below
[P hen the broad white moon is climbing slow
Throwgh the stars to the heaven's height
e hear Thy hoofs on the wind of mght !
As f'JI-.-I-I.-E-' ""J.t.-“b" "i"n.-"l'.-:.ﬁ ch n..pﬁ!r:‘ il 5:5_';:,
By joy and terror twe Rnow Thee :.':-3*:
e ~“.-:-Jt the spell ' poter uniock
Ar Solstice, Sabba FJ Egutnox,
Word of virtue the vel o rend,
From *r.--u-' datort to the wide world's end,
'*?ir:r “-' 1me began—
' e .[_LL jr'll"l' |r -I-’ e !
I:-:'q.’.i_-.c‘..f be all in hearth and held,
Blesséd tn all worth more than gold
Blesséd be in strength arnd iove,
1£p:.'|.-iu q'!-'{., tobrere’er e rove.
Vision fade not from our eyes
OF the If":_.'_;_'.i.'l -!”-.,,..'.';-' ]
.’L.u th ¢ {rates and Hirth,
Owr wthertt ance « '=.‘* "r:
From our sow the 10 Iy -_"- """]::'Lg,_'
Fade not in our wandenng.
Olur life witn ail Lafe 13 one,
.:';'1. i a RSt !i-':,"':'l" ar
Eldest of Gods, on f 188 we ca
Blassing ba on Thy creatures _..{

.' f} GTEEN v allentie, | Lkt ™y

ANOTH ER MUSEUM

Since our last issue, Fentagran has
heard Phat there s apother museum of
Witchcraft at Boscastle, Cornwall
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