Nickie Wilson, known as “The Lady
Olwen’, only Queen among
Britain’s 2,500 witches, arbiter of
coven disputes and spellbinder
extraordinary. This month she will
Draw Down the Moon.
In today’s magazine we inquire
into the unexpected revival
of magic and witchcraft as —
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The witches ride again
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Since the repeal in 1951 of the 233-vear-old Witchcraft Act,
British witches — free from the fear of prosecution
have been forming covens all over the country. What
are their motives ? How potent are their spells and
cures ? COLIN CROSS met three leading spellbinders.
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THE WITCHES RIDE AGAIN

continued lunderstanding andsyms-
patheticand gave her time o pay
You could say it was just caiheid
ence If_'. il ||i.‘.|'-, ar thatthe talisman
just gave her extra selfecontidence,
but the point was that it worked

And black magie! Attermpts to
harm people through spells!

Mrs Valiente deseribed a spell
mvolving a '-iIII'Fi.H heart barped
in the ground at a place where the
victim would walk over it
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Mrs Valiente was imitiated into
witcheraft more than 20 vears Ll
by the late Gerald Gardner, the
man who pionecersed modern Bri-
tish witcheraft in th VERrs after
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belongs to three covens. They

qoméetimes mect on the Sussex
Dawns but normally the meetings
are indoors. Her broomstick is
really a jumping pole, carved
with a phallic symhaol, which
witches use as .':1-'-='|_1 horse
while daneing around the magic
circle: the custom of convertinge it
Into a broom. the tw | ors Ell'lll'_' t|-~1'|!
to conceal the |'-=’|.I.|EI|.' COrving,
grew up as a diggmise in the davs |
W !'||:'r| witches were persceeutad :Lr-ul
burnt.
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village witeh was the -.-ﬁl;;:_n-. Wika
woman. She was the nly s\:;urwnt'
medieal advice for ordmary peaple
and she was usually the  mid-
wife., She had a stock of -t‘pu“*-.
and remedies. based |';1.l|in{:|.,' !,II_I-:,]]‘L.
herbs, Of course with modern

illll.'l“'.'llll.’- a lot of it is now oul uf. i
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Nickie Wilson at a favourite witches®
stomping ground, the ruins of an
old mill at Castleton, Isle of Man
—used by generations of witches.
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Marczaret Bruce at home in Co. Durham. Her £4,000 supply of ‘dragon’s

@md‘ is used alike by unrequited lovers and lithographers — at 3s. an ounce.
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‘ ci:glm ued [typical example of magi-
S thought. She sayvs she has
studied magie, especially Egyptian
magic, since childhood.

One of her books gives what is

called 'a simple traditional love
talisman .
Does she think this really
works? .
‘Well it would obviously be a

help if the person using it believed
that 1t SAYS.
‘Magical mcantations are really
just a way of building up
force. If wvou ask
whether it could affect the person
who was the object of the talis-
man vou are entering into matters
of thought-transference and tele-
pathy. But magic is diffieult to
discuss in this intellectual way -
magic 15 opposed to intellectual
thought, it springs
emotions,

worked,” she

emotional

irom the

She thinks magic is a dangerous
subject which can ruin people’s
lives.

‘I have had all kinds of odd
people calling here. One man
waited outside half the day, say-
ing he couldn’t enter until the
hour of Jupiter. There have been
selfstyled grand masters of the
abala. What thev all have in

&

common is that they are miser-
able, broke and living on national
assistance. | don't see how their
magic can be any good 1if 1t can't

cive them a living, but they keep

on and on with their studies
thinking that at last theyre
going to find something really

wonderful.
‘Myv view is that

is magic: 1f it doesn’t

if a thing
works, 1t
work, it is superstition.’
Miss Bruee generounsly
me a phial of aphrodisiac per-
fume. as uged to mmfluence women

rave

by Aleister Crowley — the self-
stvled ‘beast’ who attracted
I;l}lpii:"it}‘ for magical rites In
the interwar period - “Those

responding to its irresistible
fascination are blissfully unaware
that they are being influenced’

says her publicity material. [t

smells  rather like after-shave
lotion,
“You can't pin down magic,’

she says. ‘The old alchemists
knew that they were never going
to turn base metal into gold but
they knew they would discover
valuable things in the attempt.
You never achieve anything by
magic by aiming directly at it: the
results are always by-products.'«a




