REVEILLE : Week ending Jan. 10, 1970

MEET BRITAIN'S

Witcheraft flourishes in Britain today. Is
it an evil cult? Or just a harmiess craze?
STEWART FARRAR has heen investigating
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all  the members present, A Alex's own  Initlates, or Hhave

guorum is 8 man and a woman, “hived off ¥ from them.

A HH.]E WIlch CiEeTt [Jﬂ]? ':II':I l-li:l.rf]t”-"r Rl 1 - '

. - " | ] | l--Er';'.lj Was ﬁ::.lll
initiated by a woman, and a initiated gs a flrﬂr-;_-,r‘u.d-.l- witch:
Iem?;le Wi“{'-'h b]’ | ['IE‘ELII'. F.-t'.':l Pal. t-l'll‘rtf:'l"lﬁ'f by st i1dyine '1I"'||'H'-'-
a shapely young Cardiff-born Epvptian and Hebrow tasie o
cashler with long dark Jialr,  worked 3 h“ilflfwl_ar;e;:“]:ilh. T
acted as High Priestess for the So Alexandrians regard G
f0-minute ceremnny, N o e AN regard Gard-

It was she wh it ganbins wiianLe  beglnners—
; who  anginted genuine witehesg, but only af th
Indra with oll. wine and the  fipst grade : g
threefold kiss. It was she who '

R " The Gardnerians, in turn. look

Eip;:.dsmfu?tgﬁé iﬁ”ﬁtﬂﬁmﬂ i” kf‘ﬂf&xmmrians as i]lnl_l?:lfl.!il‘:

L] =} B E I'. ot . & { . . - i el B 1

with ‘a whip of embroldery silk -,-,Elt.'.I_L.‘efﬁ';i.]']'"t:l‘:]'dmr'ﬂf;ﬁl]lﬂilf“lLt.r g3
e " thdalild a8 =y

In addition to these are the
Pratty priEStEEE :Wi}nrzzdr;;.i ﬂi:l heredilary witehes
UED wiiom the sep 218 have
“iﬂ-‘j le'llf she ngil_? presented hm been nanded down, e il
8 5 "working tools "—the Alex’ Blmself riow i
?&wurtﬁ. tne black- and white-  grade witch) is one. it ]t?-lu'?:?
andied daggrers, the wand, the Initlated by hisg I=1'f[1~rlu11-'|1ﬂﬁr' LI
pc-.:llt.-ac:ie or Inseribed dise, the the age of seyven 2y 3
incense burner, the scourge. ang Except f o
e red. blue and white cords. Y witehes Euthese hered:-

tary  witches n : e
That she was YOUNZ tnd protiy A knn-.s;.r,”l_lud themselves

. f Ave families

wias no aceident, for Rale 18 of and knows wipe X |
3 - - | : ¥ inre l!”'-u‘.- 'JI!", it
HEE_' :-.J,;::Jm.-; age-old Book of they refise Lo rutunn;lih*-u:a u.-li?-l h
18 Law lays down that “the  Bim, HLe. Wit

%ggf.tgﬁrt;irme of & High Pries.
o —v:-: ﬂlif ;EI;I'!':E it‘&&gﬂl%*é fﬁ‘ﬂ:i
Iljl # - A e »
lE' : e =t

Alex's answer Lo the o b
e B T 1 . A u'..t.'l.:l-'
ﬂc‘liy~seéﬁlng" charge (5 simple:

kg
|
i

Sl

e
L
&

Ak

3

itches' “tools” laid out on the Altar T
itches’ “tools” laid he Altar of Initiation,

® sword, biack- and white-handled duggers. seein” M4ing
the wi'ﬂniiﬁﬂt ‘Another item is the “Book of hadows”
e book of rituals each witeh must copy ont by hand
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Alex Sanders “serving” or

witeheraft has been 50 mis-
understood and misrepresented
that 1t 15 necessary to " clear
the air'" by making the basic
facts known, without betraving
the *“Inner mysteries”

Lhat I5 why the coven invited
me, a Journallst, to Indra’s
Inltlatlon rlies.

I do not endorse the ¢lalms
of wltcheraft: but 14 1s only [alr
to 54y that I found the ceremony
sincere and moving,

Afler the Arst strangeness, the
naxed young bodies gaolng
through thelr anclent rituals
stemed natural and unaffected.

What are the misunderstand-
Ings that Alex condemns?

They all arise from the days
when rellgious tolerance was
inconcelvable, and o man’s falth
and forms of worship were laid
down by law and enforeed, If
need be. by all means up to
burning alive

Condemned

For centuries, Christlanity and
witeherafe had eo-existed. Many
pecple, including priests, fol-
lowed both, When the Chureh
felt strong enough o bid for
abzolute power, L struck—with
Fope Innocent VIIT's Bull of
1484, condemining wltches as
heretles,

The orgy of Intolerance, tor-

ture and murder which followed?

wis hardly to the Churchs

credit. England was not too bad ]
—a mere thousand or 5o ware

this ritual,

erystal-gazing., For
which is an ald to clalcvoyance, Alex anoints
oil Trom the little phial at the front
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the Continpent
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q quarter of a millon dieg a4
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not evil but good,. In this ?*!r'lll.‘il.."_.
the Pat I saw was a "dewvil”,

Satan’s horns are another
example of mediaeval Church
propaganda; they equipped him
with them Lo ldentily Lnhe
Horned Geod of Wicca with the
Prinee of Evll 1o people’s minds,

In fact, horns are 4 (imeless
symbol of the male principle
af divinity.

“Christ 1s ghown with rays
af light round hiz head—which
are only horns that have become
a halo” Alex malntains

Satanists who worship evil do
unquestionably exist: but tn
mainstreant wiiches they are
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personMication of the same
ceniral mystery which s the
God of the Christians

1500 gods
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productive. : 5
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Templi, Adeptus
ior, and Magus.
Grode 10, at the
is Ipsissimus,
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few to hold this r
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