gelncian bookshop
Eadmitted to the
Bemiost powerful witch In Europe,
Bwas in 3 sense old and hew.

MAKING

OF A

IT takes 40 minutes'to Iniktlate

a witch. It has taken thoil-
sands of years to evolve the
ritual by which it is done.
The candielit ceremony I
whtched. recently In &  West
bondon flat, when a young half-
assilstant was
coven of- the

Ihrougheut the centuries of
persccution, some familles have

-anded down the ancient secrets

of Wicca—meaning “wisdom ™.
the witches' own name for the
chiit. Alex Banders's family was
one; his grandmother Initiated
Lim when he was seven

Today. at 43, Alex Is recognised
as "King" by most of Europe's
white witches. “We're not living
In the past” he told me.

" We're standing on the shoul-
ders of those whn have gone
before, and we're trying to look
alead a lftle bit more. We
had to go through the Dark
Ages, and we're comlng into our
own right again™

Alex admits that many . turn
to witcheraft for cranky or
sensationalist motives: but thoze
who treat it reverently, as he
inquestionably does, combine
the hereditary knowledge with
i study of the anclent texts,

Thelr aim 15 tg recapture and
develop the pure essence of
this religion which is far older

Witches: are divided
into 10 grades. Study,
ntuals and “ordeqls”
(mainly secret) lead to
each grade in turn.

The first three grades,

for “initiotes”, are
called Neophyte, Zelg-
tor and Practicus

Grades 4, 5 gnd 6, for

H

‘adepts”, gre Dominus

Liminus, Adeptus In-
ferior and Adeptus
Practicus.
Grades for the “mas-

%_ers" I‘mrd Magister

empli, Adeptus Super-

ior, and Ma;ui- ELE
lGl'ﬂdE Iﬂ, at thﬁ l'ﬂl'-";
& g PSiSSimus.  Alex
Sanders is one of the

------

wiTCH

Are witches really just
cranks? Are initiation
ceremonies orgies in
disguise? STEWART
FARRAR concludes his
behind the scenes
examination of witch-
craft in Britain today

In the robe
blindfolded

Lthan Christianity, Jud alsm,

of the Watchtowers™ of sast.
[slam or Buddhism, but iz (so

south, west and north “to wit-

Alex believes) compatible with ness the rites and to guard
them all the cirele ™,

The High Altar of the magle Representing the god, ar male
circle In which I saw Indra divine principle, Alex now knelt
initiated bore witness to this before Pat, - Tepresenting the

belief. Before an oil palnting or
a4 nude Earth Mother stood a
statuette of the Virgin Mary.

“Bhe 15 just another personi-
flcation of the female principle
of divinity,” Alex told me, “Even
her blue and white robes, and
her out-turned hands, copy the
traditional portrayals of Diana ™

Four Uit candles marked the
north, east. south and west of
the magic eircle. At the north-
east point, walting admission
stood Indra, In g blue cloalk

goddess. Beginning with her
feet, he gave her body the Five-
fold Kiss, murmuring as he did:

“Blessed be thy feet that
have brought thee in these Ways.
Blessed be thy kmees, that shall
kneel at the sacred altar,

“Blessed be thy womb, with-
out which we would not be
Blessed be thy breasts, formed
In beauty and In strenpgth,

“ Blessed be thy lips, that shall
atier the sacred names”

The coven then led the blind-
folded Indra to the centre of
the clrele, and helped HIm to
kneel facing north. Alex re-
turned to the altar to read the
legend of how the goddess des-
cénded Into the Undsrworld
Was scoureged, loved and Instrue-

by Death, and returnasd to
the earth :

During thls, Pat gave Indra
his ritual “scourging® of 40
lashes, gently using a whip of
embmiﬂerr silk,

LEX wore the deep purple

robe of a High Priest. The

rest of the coven present—
a girl and two young men—wera
traditionally naked.

The girl, Pat (18, dark-haired,
and Welsh) acted as
Priestess; for only & woman
may Initiate a man, or a man
& woman,

e, too, was n . From the
wiining of ‘Hio Lead & solemn o :
Seriousness o the cerem went on—

the oath Indra was to take. " with the u::: th;nﬂ' the
Pat and the men bouna “Witches Rune”, taking.
Indra's wrists and ankles with 1 th
red and white -:Brdx,k- and Pat
held the point of the “a e"
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"work”? Alex Sanders, and his
wife and regular High Priestess
Maxine, have no doubts about
that at all To them, Wicea
means clalrvoyance, healing.
and the power to Influence,

At the simplest level they
clalm often to have opened
locked doors and windows.

A5 for healing— Maxinea's
adopted nlece was badly epllep-
tlc four or five years azo, Alex
treated her and, he says, she
has not had g fit since

Folk singers Toni and Davld
Arthur have a small son, Jona-
than, who lost the top of one
finger playing with 3 lawn-
mower, Tonl asked Alex to help:
he had his doubts. but tried.

Within weeks. Alex reports,

Jonathan was EFoWingZ a new
fingertip, conipl gith nail—
although the & had been

of a High Priest, Alex Sanders reads a legend to the yo
and with wrists and ankles bound;, who is being init

destroyed. Do Alex and hlis
[riends use the wax Images ol
sinister repute? “Never to do
harm."” Alex assured me,

“A Journalist frlend was
facing a lot of obstruction from
the secretary of & man she was
writing & book about. I made
A 'Hth-1Ilath’ (image) of the
secretary for her, and ¢eremoni-
ally bound it

“From then on, the secretary
was [Irlendly and co-operative
in every way."

OR all this, of course, I have
only Alex's word; but he told
me some things abont myself

and my future which struck me
4z shrewd, to say the least.

This time next year, I shall
know whether they were acour-
ate. as wall




